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OINTERNATIONAL STUDENTS UNION DAY

If you hear words of “International Students
Union Day”, what kind of day do you think it is?
Is it a day where a big party of international
students being held? Is it a day where all

international students around the globe
gathering together in a big event? Or it might be
a day where an association of international
students being established? Let’s find out the

answer through this article.

Considering the increasing number of
international students in Tokyo Tech (by 2007
Tokyo Tech has more than 1000 international
students coming from 72 different countries) and
being conscious that an organization and unity
among international students is needed for the
their
international students of Tokyo Tech were

furtherance of common  objectives,

determined to build an association.

The name of Tokyo Tech International Students
Association, abbreviated as TISA, was founded on
October 5th, 2007 in a routine roundtable meeting
between the International Student Center and
international students of Tokyo Tech. In this
meeting, TISAs first constitution was approved
and became the starting point of its
establishment process. Figure 1 is showing the
roundtable meeting attendances taking a picture
together after the meeting. From this meeting,
TISA is then expected to become the association
that will unify all international students in Tokyo
Tech.

As stated detailed in the constitution, TISA is a
non-political and non-sectarian association. These
are the objectives of TISA:

1. To support international students of Tokyo
Tech,
2. To convey a single voice of international

students to the university management,

Roundtable meeting attendances on Oct.5, 2007



3. To enlarge the human resources network
among Tokyo Tech students around the
globe,

4. 'To promote cross cultural understanding
among Tokyo Tech students,

5. To create and organize useful academic,
educational, social, cultural and recreational

best
Association and its members.

All international students of Tokyo Tech
including short-term trainings and seminars

activities in the interest of the

students can be members of TISA upon entering
Tokyo Tech.

Besides the International Student Center who
always supports TISA for its establishment, the
Tokyo Tech Alumni Association, known as
Kuramae Kogyokai, is also giving their full
support to TISA. In the Tokyo Tech Sport
Festival 2007, the first event that was organized
by TISA, Kuramae Kogyokai gave their support
by donating the prizes and drinks for the
participants. The Student Support Center and
Health Service Center of Tokyo Tech also gave
supports to TISA in this event.

Tokyo Tech Sport Festival 2007 is one example
activity that was organized by TISA with respect
to its objectives. This event was held on
December 8th, 2007. In this event, international
students and Japanese students were
cooperating together either as the volunteer or as
the participant to enhance their friendship and

solidity.

on Dec. 8, 2007

There are many other activities that TISA will
present in the future as the umbrella of unity
among international students of Tokyo Tech.

At this time, TISA is still being managed by a
small group called the founding committee. TISA
This

several

has not founded its President yet.

committee currently consists of
international students representing 14 different
countries, China, Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia,
Malaysia, Indonesia, Philippines, Iran, Pakistan,
Nepal, Canada, Netherland, USA, and Peru.
One big mission of this committee is to find the
first President of TISA. Through a general
assembly meeting inviting all international
students of Tokyo Tech, a new record will be
written in Tokyo Tech. The first President of
TISA will be elected and this moment may then
be known as the International Students Union

Day of Tokyo Tech.

To get to the International Students Union
Day, there are still a lot of efforts have to be done.
A good cooperation and collaboration among
International students is absolutely needed. So,
let’s come and join us in TISA to work together
making this dream become reality.

(Farid Triawan*, Department of Mechanical
Sciences and Engineering, Master Student 1st
year, TISA founding committee member)

OTOKYO TECH SPORTS FESTIVAL 2007

Minasan, ganbatte! That was the cheer of the
organizers and participants as the year’s grandest
sports event of TokyoTech unfolded last December
8, 2007 at the O-okayama gymnasium and field.
It was a successful event that gave players and
organizers a chance to share their talents and
creativity in pursuing a more holistic and
enjoyable life in the university. It was the goal of
the event to enhance the ties and friendships of
the international students, where they can have a
common venue to interact and share a common
international language through sports.



Opening Ceremony (From right: Mr. Farid, Vice
President Prof. Muta, Assoc. Prof. Saito of Health
Service Center, Assoc. Prof. Sato of Int'l Student
Center, Mr. Hong, Ms. Akino)

Sport Festival Participants are gathering in
Tokyo Tech Gymnasium.

Enhancing friendship through sports

The sports festival featured basketball and
futsal as the two challenging events, inviting
more than 150 participants and 30 organizers

from more than 21 different countries and
nationalities. 14 teams kicked-off for the futsal
event while the basketball event managed 7
fiercely competitive teams as they battled from
morning to late afternoon. The futsal was a 6 on 6
match with 8 players to a team while the
basketball was on a 3 on 3 format with 5 players

to a team.

Basketball (left) and Futsal (right) games

This year’s sports event was fully supported by
the university and its management. It was no less
than the Vice-President of TokyoTech Prof. MUTA
who opened the day-long activity with a
ceremonial kick-off. Assoc. Prof. Saito also
displayed his winning and healthy form during
the ceremonial kick as he represented the
Student Support Centre and Health Service
Centre which gave all-out support for this
student-led activity. The TokyoTech Alumni
Association or the Kuramae-Kugyo-Kae also gave
their share of support by donating the prizes and
drinks for the participants. A surprise donation
was also given by the Korean Student Association
to make the games more interesting. It was
indeed an event to remember, as the
International Student Centre represented by
SATO sensei expressed great joy and thanks to all
the participants and organizers for a job well
done.

This sports event was the fruit of the efforts of
young volunteers that shared a common dream of
uniting and making known the voice of
international students. TokyoTech International



Students Association (TISA) was recently formed
with the hopes of facilitating international
student activities and interaction so as to provide
better friendships and networking among
students. Led by Farid Triawan (TISA board of
directors) and Lei Xing Yang (Sports Festival
Chairman), the
testament to what cooperation and pursuit of

sports festival became a
excellence can bring. This event marks as the first
TISA organized activity and with its success more
activities are sure to follow.

Introduction of the volunteers in the opening
ceremony (From right, Mr. Tanyanupart, Mr. Ray,
Mr. Mochizuki, Mr. Oh)

One Japanese student participating in the
futsal event could not hold back his warm thanks
as he declared that this was indeed a great
activity for Japanese and international students
to interact. It was interesting to note that this
year, the teams displayed more diversity of
nationalities within teams as compared to
previous sports events. This shows that more
Inter-nation interaction and friendships have
developed. According to SATO sensei, she was
really intent on making this activity a great
success and she looks forward to more fruitful

undertakings with the newly formed organization.

The university’s support was indeed valuable for
the event; however, it was also the students and
volunteers that really made this event what it
was. “They thought it was impossible but we
made it!” exclaimed ray, the sports commissioner,
as he thanked the volunteers for their time and

efforts shared for this meaningful event.

The Sports Festival 2007 was indeed an event
to remember. It achieved its primary goal of
uniting students of different nations and cultures
and be reminded that all of us do have something
we can share together. That one single day,
everyone came from the same world, and that
was the world of sports. It is with high hopes and
excitement that the organizers and participants
look forward to future activities that would once
again bring all nations together. To all the

organizers and participants,
OTSUKARESAMA!!
(George William Hong**, Department of

International Development Engineering, Master
Student 1st year, TISA founding group member)

Mr. Izunome of Kuramae Kogyokai gives 1t prize
to the winners of the futsal tournament

Mr. Izunome and winners of the 1st prize in the
basketball tournament
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